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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


of  the 

ISLE  OF  AXHOLME 


Public  Health  Department, 
10/12,  Lord  Street, 

Gainsborough. 
29th  September.  1948. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
ISLE  OF  AXHOLME  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Health  of  your  District 
for  the  year  1947,  and  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  for  your 
kindly  support  also  for  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  Council 
officials  and  their  staff. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  C.  MACARTNEY, 


M.D.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 


SECTION  A. 

1.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  of  the  Rural  District  

Estimated  Population  

...  13.250 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December, 

1947  

. .£31.307 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  

The  District  is  mainly  agricultural. 

2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

£129/4/7 

BIRTHS. 

Male  Female 

Total 

Live  Births  

133 

128 

261 

Legimate  

129 

115 

224 

Illegitimate  

4 

13 

17 

Still  Births  

3 

3 

6 

Legitimate  

3 

2 

5 

Illegimate  

— 

1 

1 

Birth  Rate,  per  1.000  of  estimated  Population 
DEATHS. 

19.69 

All  Causes  

86 

76 

162 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Estimated 

Population 

12.22 

Infants  under  One  Year  

7 

7 

14 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  •. 

...  53.6 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

— 

1 

Iniluienza  

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  Oesophagus  

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  Uterus  

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

...  

2 

2 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

3 

3 

Cancer,  all  other  Sites  

7 

5 

12 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  

8 

8 

16 

Heart  Disease  

....  31 

23 

54 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

5 

2 

7 

Bronchitis  

4 

6 

10 

Pneumonia  

3 

7 

10 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  

2 

1 

3 

Appendicitis  

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

— 

3 

3 

Nephritis  

3 

— 

3 

Premature  Birth  

3 

1 

4 

Congenital  Malformation,  etc 

1 

— 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

2 

— 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes  

6 

1 

7 

All  other  Causes  

5 

11 

16 

CAUSES  OF  INFANTILE  DEATHS. 


Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pneiumonia  



4 

4 

Premature  Birth  .... 

3 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea  

2 

1 

3 

All  Other  Causes 

2 

1 

3 

COMPARATIVE  TABLES. 

BIRTHS. 

Birth 

Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Rate. 

1947  

....  133 

128 

261 

19.69 

1946  

....  140 

150 

290 

22.96 

1945  

....  104 

103 

207 

15.8 

DEATHS. 

Death 

Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Rate. 

1947  

....  86 

76 

162 

12.22 

1946  

...  82 

81 

163 

12.6 

1945  

...  90 

83 

173 

13.8 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year). 


Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1947  

7 

7 

14 

53.6 

1946  

11 

37.9 

1945  

12 

57.9 

England  and  Wales  .. 

tBirth 
Rate 
..  20.5 

iDeath 

Rate 

12.0 

tlnfantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

41 

126  Great  Towns  

...  23.3 

13.0 

47 

148  Smaller  Towns 

..  22.2 

11.9 

36 

London  

..  22.7 

12.8 

37 

Isle  of  Axholme  Rural 

District  . 

..  19.69 

12.22 

53.6 

t Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population, 
f Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 
1.  Health  Officers. 

One  Whole-time  Medical  Officer  who  also  serves  Gains- 
borough Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

One  Whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector  and  one  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


2.  Nursing. 

There  are  five  nurses  in  the  District,  who  are  also  Certified 
Midwives.  The  Lindsey  County  Council  provide  Health 
Visitors,  who  are  highly  qualified  Nurses,  in  connection 
with  Tuberculosis,  Schools,  Maternity,  Infant  and  Child 
Welfare  Services. 

3.  Hospitals. 

General  Hospitals  serving  the  area  are  at  Doncaster  and 
Scunthorpe. 


4.  Tuberculosis. 

Facilities  for  the  diagnosis,  supervision  and  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  are  provided  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 
Clinics  are  available  at  Gainsborough  and  Scunthorpe. 
Cases  requiring  Institutional  treatment  are  sent  to  the 
Branston  Hall  Sanatorium,  Lincoln.  Brumby  Tuberculosis 
Hospital,  Scunthorpe,  and  the  Grimsby  Corporation 
Sanatorium,  as  well  as  others  outside  the  County. 


5.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council. 
Centres  are  held  at  Epworth,  Belton,  Crowle  and  Keadby. 
Clinics  are  sited  at  Gainsborough  and  Scunthorpe. 


6.  School  Medical  Service. 

This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  Each 
school  is  visited  yearly  by  the  Medical  Inspector.  The 
services  of  Specialists  are  available  when  required. 


7.  Venereal  Diseases. 

The  County  Council  arranges  for  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  these  diseases  at  Clinics  held  at  Scunthorpe  and 
Gainsborough. 

8.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln  is  used  for 
Bacteriological  examinations  when  necessary. 


SECTION  C. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Consumption  continues  to  increase.  The  average  daily  con- 
sumption figure  now  approximates  to  260,000  gallons  as 
against  150,000  gallons  in  1940. 


The  water  supply  is  good,  being  free  from  Plumbo-Solvent 
Action.  The  supply  has  been  amply  sufficient  at  all  times. 
Extension  of  the  supply  to  outlying  properties  and  the 
provision  of  increased  storage  capacity  are  being  considered. 


No.  of  inhabited  houses  (per  Rate  Book)  4,404 

No.  of  houses  supplied  with  water 

(per  Rate  Book)  ...  3,411 
No.  of  houses  NOT  supplied  with  water 

(per  Rate  Book)  ...  993 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Sewerage  schemes  covering  the  whole  area  are  in  course  of 
preparation.  The  completed  schemes  for  the  Parishes  of 
Althorpe  and  Crowle  have  been  approved  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  work  will  be  put  in  hand  during  1949. 

Provision  of  water  closets  in  all  schools  is  urged  and  it  is 
hoped  that  when  Sewerage  Schemes  are  complete  in  each 
district  the  first  conversions  will  take  place  at  the  schools. 

PUBLIC  SCAVENGING. 

Removal  of  dry  household  refuse  is  now  being  carried  out 
satisfactorily  by  direct  ’abour.  Removal  of  nightsoil  is 
undertaken  by  contract  in  the  Parishes  of  Althorpe,  Crowle. 
Epworth.  Haxey,  Keadby,  Owston  Ferry,  West  Bu Berwick  and 
Wroot.  Mechanised  equipment  for  the  removal  of  nightsoil 
is  being  obtained  and  work  will  in  the  near  future  be  under- 
taken by  direct  labour. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

TOTAL  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  ...  39 


(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  33 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  6 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  530 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  560 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  17 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  424 


iv3' 


. REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  TIIE  YEAR  WITHOUT 
SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES:— 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  23 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 
YEAR:— 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

( 1 ) Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  5 

<2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  part  of  above  total 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  Nil 

I.  HOUSING  ACT.  1936— PART  IV— OVERCROWDING. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  ...  35 

i lit  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  40 

(111)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  262 


Housing  conditions  generally  are  unsatisfactory.  Reasonable 
progress  has  been  made  to  meet  the  acute  shortage,  33  houses 
having  been  completed  with  a further  121  under  con- 
struction. in  addition,  building  sites  are  available  for 
development  up  to  the  extent  of  approximately  140  houses. 
Temporary  dwellings  have  also  been  provided  by  the  con- 
version of  disused  War  Department  buildings  to  the  extent 
of  50  family  units.  30  additional  buildings  are  being 
converted  for  temporary  accommodation.  The  housing  need 
is  obvious  and  no  effort  should  be  spared  to  provide  the 
necessary  housing  accommodation. 

The  following  figures  give*  the  progress  of  the  erection  of 


houses  since  1945. 

Number  of  Council  Houses  erected  prior  to  1945  304 

Number  completed  since  1945  78 

Number  under  contract  80 

Total  462 

Immediate  future  programme: — 

Westwoodstde  8 

Wroot  8 

Epworth  24 

Belton  6 

Haxey  2 

Owston  Ferry  8 


Total 


53 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  number  of  Slaughterhouses  on  the  Register  is  22,  but  no 
slaughtering  is  done  in  the  area.  All  slaughtering  is 
centralised  under  the  care  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Cow- 
sheds. Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  in  the  area  are  kept  under 
constant  supervision.  There  are  approximately  800  Milch 
Cows  in  the  District,  and  there  has  been  no  instance  of  any 
disease  attributed  to  milk  during  the  year. 


SECTION  F. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Patients  are  admitted  to  the  Brumby  Isolation  Hospital 
which  is  maintained  by  the  Lindsey  County  Council.  Use 
has  also  been  made  of  the  Gainsborough  Isolation  Hospital 
as  well  as  the  Grimsby  and  Doncaster  Corporation  Fever 
Hospitals  when  necessary.  Special  provision  is  made  by  the 
Lindsey  and  Lincoln  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board  for  cases 
of  Smallpox.  Ambulances  are  attached  to  these  Hospitals 
for  the  removal  of  Infectious  cases. 

The  Lindsey  County  Council  were  responsible  for  the  removal 
and  isolation  of  any  Infectious  cases. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  case  of  Polio-myelitis  was 
notified  during  the  year,  though  this  disease  was  prevalent 
throughout  the  country,  also,  the  district  was  free  from 
Diphtheria. 


The  following  Diseases  were  notified  during  1947: — 


Scarlet  Fever  2 

Whooping  Cough  18 

Measles  142 

Erysipelas  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  1 

Tuberculosis  5 


The  tables  following  give  the  distribution  and  Age  Incidence 
of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Parishes. 


Puerperal  Scarlet  Whooping  Tuberculosis 
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Age  not  known 


CANCER. 


It  is  noteworthy  that  the  number  of  Deaths  from  Cancer 
during  the  year  shows  a decrease  of  4. 

The  Number  of  these  deaths  during  the  year  was  19.  and  the 
sites  of  the  disease  are  shown  in  the  Table  in  Section  A. 


